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Spring Term Newsletter 11 - 21/05/2026
Dear Parents and Carers,

We have enjoyed a very successful half term. In recent weeks, the children have been working hard on
their assessments, including SATs tests. We are extremely proud of their efforts, and of the dedication
shown by both staff and pupils — everyone has done their very best.

We are now looking ahead to the final half term of the school year. There are many exciting events
planned, including transition activities, sports events, school trips, the Penningtonbury Festival, our end-
of-year show, and special traditions for our leavers.

We hope you all enjoy a restful half ferm break and look forward to welcoming everyone back for a busy
and exciting final half term.

Safety update

You may have seen in the news that there has been some recent advice with regards to play sand and
products containing sand and the possibility of asbestos contamination.

We have sought advice from our Health and Safety provider, Kym Allan, with regards to the sand we
use/play with in school.

We have checked our school stock for any products that may be on the list attached and suggest you
also check at home as these are now considered to be unsafe. https://www.gov.uk/product-safety-
alerts-reports-recalls?keywords=asbestos

In addition, we ask that children do not bring their own toys, including fidget toys into school as they
may not meet health and safety recommendations and standards. We discourage children from bringing
their own toys into school anyway as they are a distraction and can get lost.

Many thanks for your support with this.

Sports Day Change of Date FRIDAY 22™ May

Sports day will now take place on Friday 22nd May, due to the weather forecast for tomorrow. Sorry for
any inconvenience caused, we hope to see you all from 1pm until the end of the school day.

Friends of Pennington will be selling refreshments and raffle tickets, please bring cash for these.

Please ensure your child comes to school in their PE kits which will be sent home with the children today
with plenty to drink, a sun hat and SPF30 minimum.
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Diary Dates
Friday 22" May - Sports Day (1pm for Parents)

Friday 22" May - Break up for half term

Wednesday 3rd - Friday 5th June - Year 6 Residential to York
Wednesday 10™ June - Year 4 Trip to Ravenglass and Eskdale Railway
Thursday 18™ June - Year 5 Trip to Blackpool Zoo

Thursday 18™ June - Year 2 Trip to Sealife Centre and Gruffalo Clubhouse
Monday 22" June - New parents meeting 6pm

Thursday 25™ June - Year 3 Trip to Heaves Farm

Friday 26™ June - Reception Trip to Holker Hall

Friday 26™ June - Year 1 Trip to Holker Hall

Friday 3™ July - Penningtonbury (Children only)

Thursday 9™ July - Reception Coffee Morning (CHANGE OF DATE)

Climate Action

Our Eco Club has successfully designed and distributed posters around school fo encourage climate
action and environmental awareness. We have also applied for a grant from the Woodland Trust to
support the planting of a hedge near the Year 2 classroom. This will help reduce flooding and muddy
areas during wet weather, while also improving biodiversity within the school grounds. Fingers crossed
we are successful. A lovely new planter has been installed on the south-facing Year 3 wall. We hope this
will flourish over time and eventually provide additional shade for pupils. In class, Year 5 have produced
some excellent Big Write pieces focused on pollution, showing thoughtful understanding of environmental
issues and the importance of protecting our planet.

The 1% Club
We are very excited to announce that one of our ex-pupils, Oscar S will be appearing on the 1% Club Kids
Special on Sunday at 5pm, we wish him the best of luck!

Colour Run - 14™ May

Friends of Pennington would like to give our sincere thanks the attendees, volunteers and staff for
helping us have an amazing Colour Run Event! Children took part across all year groups, parents, siblings
and other carers joined in with the fun and we had a truly memorable afternoon and raised much needed
funds for the school.

Homework

Teachers are currently reviewing our homework policy. Class teachers will let you know via Dojo what will
be provided for their class. Our aim is to provide reinforcement tasks that you can support your child
with at home.

Scales Scarecrow festival 23™ - 25" May
The annual Scales scarecrow festival will take place over the bank holiday weekend. Lots of children
from school have contributed to one of the displays, a fish with scales featuring positive messages.




After school clubs

After school clubs will start the first week back and continue until the penultimate week of term.
Payment and booking can be made through MCAS from next week, please note Chess Club has moved to
Thursday, see below for details.

Late Pick-Up
We appreciate that parents may occasionally be late to collect children, however we need to hear

directly from parents if someone other than a parent/guardian/grandparent will be picking up their
child, for playdates etc. We cannot release children to other parents without the consent of the child's
parent. This is to ensure the safety of children. We are happy to receive emails to notify us.

Attendance Policy

Just a reminder all leave of absence requests must be completed on the official form. This is available to
download from the parent app MCAS or from the school office. Letters, emails and MCAS absence
requests cannot be accepted. All requests must be made prior to the leave being taken as leave cannot
be authorised retrospectively. The School Inclusion Officer has informed us that any period of illness
precedes or runs on from a requested period of leave totalling 10 or more sessions (5 days) has to be
referred to the School Inclusion Team to review.




After School Clubs

We aim to offer a range of after school activities throughout the year. The timetable for this term is
displayed below. All clubs need to be booked, paid for and permission given through MCAS (My Child at
School) We still consider this to be good value. Thank you to staff for giving their time freely to offer
these opportunities. Clubs will start the first week back for 6 weeks.

After School Clubs - Summer 1 2026

Activity Leader Where? Time
Monday Multi- Spor‘ts Isaac School Playing 3.15-4.15pm
Field
£15.00 Hall when wet
Year 4,5 and 6
Gardening Club Miss Simona The View 3.15-4.15pm
Year 1,2 & 3
£6.00
Tuesday STGY and P|ay Miss Simona Playdale 3.15-4.15pm
Year 3,4,5 &6 Mrsanciine
£6.00 (30 Places)
Wednesday | Multi- Sports Isaac School Playing 3.15-4.15pm
Reception Year 1, and 2 Field
£15.00
Cooking Club Mrs Tuck School Hall 3.15-4.15pm
Year 6
£6.00
Thursday | Art Club Mrs Baldwin Year 1 3.15 - 4.15pm
Reception Year 1 & 2 Classroom
£6.00 (15 Places)
Chess Club
Year 3,4,5 &6 Miss Mycock Year 6 3.15-4.15pm
£6.00 (20 places) Classroom
Friday Choir Mr Fleming Year 4 3.15-4.15pm
Whole School Classroom
£6.00

After School Club Attendance - To enable that we know your child is safe, please can you let school

know if your child is not going to be able to attend their after-school club. Thank you.




SCHOOL TERM DATES 2025/2026

STARTS ENDS
Wednesday Friday
3 September 19 December

Number of school days in term - 73

STARTS ENDS
Wednesday Friday
7 January 27 March

Number of school days in term - 53

STARTS ENDS
Monday Friday
13 April 17 July

Number of school days in term -64

Number of days in year - 190

AUTUMN TERM 2025

HALF - TERM HOLIDAY

Monday 27 October -
Friday 31 October

SPRING TERM 2026

HALF - TERM HOLIDAY

Monday 16 February -
Friday 20 February

SUMMER TERM 2026

HALF - TERM HOLIDAY

Monday 25 May -
Friday 29 May

Good Friday - 3 April
Easter Sunday - 5 April
Easter Monday - 6 April
May Bank Holiday - 4 May

INSET Days: Monday 1 and Tuesday 2 September
Tuesday 6 January

Penning§on CofE
Primary School



SCHOOL TERM DATES 2026/2027

AUTUMN TERM 2026

STARTS ENDS HALF - TERM HOLIDAY
Thursday Friday Monday 26 October -
3 September 18 December Friday 30 October

Number of school days in term - 72

SPRING TERM 2027

STARTS ENDS HALF - TERM HOLIDAY
Monday Thursday Monday 15 February -
4 January 25 March Friday 19 February

Number of school days in term - 54

SUMMER TERM 2027

STARTS ENDS HALF - TERM HOLIDAY
Monday Friday Monday 31 May -
12 April 16 July Friday 4 June

Good Friday - 26 March
Easter Sunday - 28 March
Easter Monday - 29 March
May Bank Holiday - 3 May

Number of school days in term -64
Number of days in year - 190

INSET Days: Tuesday 1 September
Wednesday 2 September

Penning§on CofE
Primary School
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Westmorland and Furness
SEND Partnership

LOCQ\ (){d{( Dro'g-—"n

Informal drop-in sessions for parents, carers and families of
children and young people with Special Educational Needs
and Disabilities (SEND)

The SEND team, Children with Disabilities team, SENDIASS
and the SEND Engagement and Development officer will

be there, along with other service poviders, to answer your
questions and offer information and advice

Visit our Westmorland and Furness SEND Local Offer,
where you will find help, advice and information about
services available to children and young people with special
educational needs and/or disabilities and their families

South Lakes

Friday 22" May 2026
Ulverston Family Hub
Lund Terrace, LA12 9BE

12:30pm - 2:30pm

\\V Couneh™ M U Covernment




- Westmorland
. © @ & Furness @.

Best Start @
. °

|et’s Get Cooking

Ulverston Best Start Family Hub, Lund Terrace,
LA12 9BE

Tuesday 26th May 1:30-3:00pm

Join us at Ulverston Best Start Family Hub for a
fun healthy cooking session.

You will make your own pizza from scratch with
a joint salad and fruity yogurt (all ingredients
provided). Play our snack game and guess the
amount of sugar along with other fun active
play. You can then enjoy eating your tasty food
with your new friends or take it home for later.

Suitable for children aged 5-11 with an
accompanying adult.

Booking essential, please contact us

E: slakesfamilyhubs@cumbria.gov.uk
T: 015639 713070

NNF =™ 48 G Govemment




FRIENDS OF PENNINGTON

If you would like to volunteer to help out with events please email Stella, Rob or Amanda at
FoP@penn.cumbria.sch.uk to get in touch or contact Mrs Baldwin in the school office. We rely on help
from parents and carers fo run these events and are always looking for new members to join our fun and
friendly team.

Bouncefest is coming to Pennington!
Bouncefest will be here on Thursday 11™ June 4.30pm - 6.30pm

You can book tickets through the website.
Child ticket (4 - 11 years) £10.00 Toddler ticket (O -3 years) £5.00

https://bouncefestuk.com/book-...

Children must be accompanied by an adult who remains on site to supervise.

J Please ensure that your child is wearing socks. We advise wearing trousers and long sleeves
There will be Hot Dogs, Chilli Nachos & Drinks available to purchase. Please bring cash.

%+ Fundraising Games will be running for the school.

Coniston to Barrow (C2B)

Well done to our team of walkers for the Coniston to Barrow event, they did an amazing job. Thank you
for all the support of friends, families and the Pennington community. If you're able to, please head to
the Keswick to Barrow page and find us, you can still donatel!

Amanda https://keswick2barrow.co.uk/donate-form?cid2=191546
Chris https://keswick2barrow.co.uk/donate-form?cid2=109816
Oscar https://keswick2barrow.co.uk/donate-form?cid2=235795
Niall https://keswick2barrow.co.uk/donate-form?cid2=192539
Rich https://keswick2barrow.co.uk/donate-form?cid2=238113
Lisa https://keswick2barrow.co.uk/donate-form?cid2=235142

Colour Run - 14™ May
Friends of Pennington would like to give our sincere thanks the attendees, volunteers and staff for
helping us have an amazing Colour Run Event!

Children took part across all year groups, parents, siblings and other carers joined in with the fun and we
had a truly memorable afternoon and raised much needed funds for the school.

If you would like to volunteer to help out with events please email Stella, Rob or Amanda at
FoP@penn.cumbria.sch.uk or speak to Sidonie, Jane or Kerry. You can also contact Mrs Baldwin in the
school office.
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May Bank Hollday 23rd, 24th & 25th

Theme: “Character(s) from a Book” .

P Open 2-4pm

* Cream Scones

» Teas & Coffee
: | « Ice Cream

« Tombola

» Sweet Stall

Proceeds support our Deﬁbrillators and
Aldingham Parish Hall (Malt Kiln), Scales

Village Hall g
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Pudsey s powerful "wgr Hero boy keeps flight calm
o message '\\\ ,,/' Meet 8-year-old Phoenix - the brave boy
Sesas who helped aveoid a plane emergency!
When a passenger became upset and
angry during a flight home from Turkey,
Phoenix and his dad stepped in to help
calm her down. While cabin crew worried
the plane might need to make on
emergency landing, Phoenix chatted kindly
to the woman about football, her children
and her hobbies, helping her feel calmer
during the leng journey. Other passengers
thanked the pair when the plane londed
Pudsey Bear has done something safely, but Phoenix's dad says his son was
super exciting for the very first time the real hero for staying so calm.

- he's started talking! The famous
BBC Children in Need mascot is
speaking out to help children
understand that looking after our
mental health is just as important as
looking after our bodies, and that it's
always ckay to share our worries with
people we trust. In his new film called
Pudsey Finds His Voice, Pudsey
delivers a powerful message - every

The science of dad jokes
Scientists have been getting serious about silly jokes,
by studying more than 32,000 “dad jokes" to
discover why some make us laugh while others make
us groan! Researchers found the best dad jokes are
short and packed with cheesy puns. Despite puns
sometimes getting a bad reputation, it turns out
they're actually far more popular than we think!
People even voted for their favourite joke: "I
accidentally passed my wife a glue stick instead of

child deserves an adult who will listen. USA her ChapStick. She's still not falking to me!”

% Could this be the new
Joke of the Week .< “Attenbara?”
What do you call a capybara who tells great jokes? A feughybaral Edinburgh Zoo has welcomed a super-

cute new arrival, the first baby capybara

% UK BOCprCkS to help hedgehogs born in Scotland for 18 years! Keepers

Tiny backpacks and ¢ clever sniffer dog say the tiny "babybara” is already starting
to explore the zoo, while staying close to

gre helping to save hedgehogs in Northern
Ireland. Scientists are giving some ‘ proud parents Luna and Redney. Fans

hedgehogs tiny GPS trackers to learn have fallen in love with the adorable pup

where they go at night and how they stay online, especially becouse he was born on

safe. They're also being helped by Russell - Sir David Attenborough's 100th birthday,

Irelond's very first hedgehog detection dog with lots of people hoping the little one will
- who can sniff out the spiky animals to be named "David Attenbara!l”

help researchers find them. Experts hope L7
the project will help protect hedgehogs and :
make gardens safer for them

Think Happy

Thenk of the funniest joke you know and tell sormeone foday 1o

maoke them smife!
© Be Happy Resources




School Anxiety

4 May 10am

Understanding Anger

4 May 7pm

Facing Defiance

5 May 10am

Supporting Healthy Screen Use

5 May 7pm

Cannabis and Ketamine Awareness

11 May 10am

Anxiety Explained

11 May 7pm

Introduction to OCD

12 May 10am

What is ACT?

12 May 7pm

Decreasing Depression

18 May 10am

Raising Self-Esteem

18 May 7pm

Supporting Healthy Sleep

19 May 10am

Understanding the Teenage Brain

19 May 7pm

Autism: Improving Communication

25 May 10am

Improving Family Communication

25 May 7pm

Supporting a Child with ADHD

26 May 10am

Understanding Addictive Behaviour

26 May 7pm

FREE Getting a Good Nights Sleep

28 May 7-8pm




« FOR GIRLS AGED 4-10 *

_ THURSDAY 28 MAY
10:00 - 12:00

~ ULVERSTON PARK
- SPORTS CLUB

- £10 Per sessIoN
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FUN GAMES TEAM ACTIVITIES

Play, learn
and have fun!

FOOTBALL SKILLS

Develop skills in a
supportive environment!

Make friends and
build confidence!
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¢V H\ T " AT DRAGLEY BECK

@W
THURSDAYS
5:15PM

TURN UP © HAVE FUN * o GET BETTER
f——'—s__
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% FESTIVAL GAMES ;

® GAME DAY = FUN DAY!
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W E WAN T TEAMWORK FRIENDSHIPS ’ FUN

‘ MORE PM YERS!> “//

" LEARN. PLAY. GROW. TOGETHER




Understanding Anger

1 June 10am

School Anxiety

1 June 7pm

Facing Defiance

2 June 10am

Supporting Healthy Screen Use

2 June 7pm

Anxiety Explained

8 June 10am

Cannabis & Ketamine Awareness

8 June 7pm

Introduction to OCD

9 June 10am

What is ACT?

9 June 7pm

Decreasing Depression

15 June 10am

Raising Self-Esteem

15 June 7pm

Understanding the Teenage Brain

16 June 10am

Supporting Healthy Sleep

16 June 7pm

Improving Family Communication

22 June 10am

Autism-Improving Communication

22 June 7pm

Supporting a Child with ADHD

23 June 10am

Understanding Addictive Behaviour

23 June 7pm

ADHD and Homework

25 June 7-8pm
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o W o Onside Sports
,)%‘(\ Half term Holiday Camps

Sports Dewveloprment

@9

Onside Football Academy (4-12 year olds)

The emphasis of the course is player development, each child
will spend the morning enhancing their individual skills and in
the afternoon get the chance to show them of f with opposed

practices, feam games and competitions.
r » \

e Ulverston - UVHS
Book early to avoid disappointment

%) Tue 26t - Fri 29t May

* Each camp will run 9am-3pm (group drop off and collection times will be confirmed
on booking)
* We have use of a multiple sports halls, 3g (UVHS) and playing fields so if the
weather is poor the camp will run as normal.
*  Participants will require appropriate sports kit and trainers. Also, a packed lunch
and still drinks will be needed for their lunch break.

* INDIVIDUAL DAYS £20
+ ALL 4 DAYS FOR £70

For further info please contact Gavin Butler
T-07887940150
E - Gav@onsidesportscoaching.co.uk
F- Onside Sports coaching Development
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Ulverston Best Start Family Hub, Lund Terrace,
LA12 9BE

Tuesday 26th May 1:30-3:00pm

Join us at Ulverston Best Start Family Hub for a
fun healthy cooking session.

You will make your own pizza from scratch with
ajoint salad and fruity yogurt (all ingredients
provided). Play our snack game and guess the
amount of sugar along with other fun active
play. You can then enjoy eating your tasty food
with your new friends or take it home for later.

Suitable for children aged 5-11 with an
accompanying adult.

Booking essential, please contact us

E: slakesfamilyhubs@cumbria.gov.uk
T: 01539 713070

\\V ""“"‘ & UK Govemment . .




MARIA FISCHER’S
Windermere & Furness School of Dancing
- PRESENTS -

SWANLAKE

CORONATION HALL, ULVERSTON
FRIDAY 3*” & SATURDAY 4™ JULY 2026 AT 7:00rm
TICKETS: £15.00/£13.00 (Unper 165 & uNwAGED)



FAMILY EVENTS

Perfect for ages 3 - 8 (and grown-ups too!)

INTERACTIVE MUSIC AND
STORYTELLING

Come with us on a fun, enchanting
musical adventure led by a trio of opera
singers and an accordionist

Join flautist Meera Maharaj and harpist
Lucy Nolan as they embark upon a journey
into the clouds

A musical story about Dizzy the Duck with
songs and actions for everyone to get
involved

BOOK NOW
WWW.LDSM.ORG.UK
01539 266 200

LAKE DISTRICT




MULTI SPORTS SESSIO
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Fun sports and games for children aged 4+

WEDNESDAY 27™ MAY -

O 9:30AM - 12:30PM

) ST MARY’S
PRIMARY SCHOOL

23 AGES 4+

@ e

Sports | Games
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Activities R
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HP ACTIVITIES
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Stronger Together ®

Furness

Parent/Carer \ ﬂ
Disability Forum

Parent Carer
Drop In

Any parent carer of children with additional needs of any age
Tuesday 26™ May 2026
5.30 - 7.30pm

At Carer Support Furness, Hindpool Community Centre,
Barrow-In-Furness, Cumbria, LA14 TNF

All Welcome
Listening Ear
RER— Chance to Chat
T Hot Drinks

: PR Friendly Faces

1 B 1“11'1'

For more information, please contact Nicola Brockbank: -
Nicbrockbank@hotmail.com
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Stronger Together ( f)
Furmness
Parent/Carer
Disability Forum

Parent Carer
Drop In

Any parent carer of children with additional needs of any age
Thursday 18" June 2026
9.30 - 11.30am

At Carer Support Furness, Hindpool Community Centre,
Barrow-In-Furness, Cumbria, LA14 TNF

All Welcome
Listening Ear
Chance to Chat
Hot Drinks

. !g Friendly Faces

il \Wﬂ'

For more information, please contact Nicola Brockbank: -
Nicbrockbank@hotmail.com



