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Spring Term Newsletter 08 - 17/03/2026 

Dear Parents and Carers 

As we come to the end of the second half of the Spring term, we realise that we are two thirds of the 

way through the school year!  Every week is different here and in order to provide consistent teaching 

and learning and also to add lots of exciting and varied events we need full team commitment.  We are 

thankful to both staff and parents for providing ongoing enthusiasm and support.  It really is a full team 

effort.  ‘Together we can do great things’.  

We now look forward to the busy summer term and better weather ahead.   

Comic Relief – Friday 21st March 

On Friday we are holding a non-uniform day to raise funds for Comic Relief. Please donate via MCAS 

under the ‘Store’ icon (minimum donation £1). 

 

Year 2 Comic Relief Coffee Morning – Friday 20th March 

Year 2 will be hosting a coffee morning between 9.30-10.20am for their parents and friends. We are 

asking them for donations of cakes and biscuits to sell (For allergies - please label ingredients.). There is 

an entry charge £2.00 and the proceeds will be split between school fund and the Comic Relief charity. 

Year 2 look forward to welcoming and serving everyone.  

 

150th Anniversary Celebrations 

This year we are celebrating 150 years since Pennington C of E School opened and 200 years since the 

building of Pennington Church. These are important historical events and we are excited to celebrate 

together. Throughout the week beginning the 23rd March, we are organising various activities. School will 

be open for tours on Tuesday 24th March and Wednesday 25th March, where log books and photos will be 

on display. School warmly welcomes anyone who would like to share memories from times at Pennington 

School e.g., past pupils, staff and parents. Photos and memorabilia to add to our displays will be 

gratefully accepted. If you cannot bring them in person, you are welcome to send by email or post and 

these can be copied at school. We will collate these photos and memories etc. for future posterity. 

Following this week, there will be a circular history trail from school to church, which the children will 

have compiled over the week for you to enjoy throughout the Easter holidays, similar to our previous 

Easter trails. School displays will be transferred to church for viewing over the Easter holidays.  
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Victorian School Day – 26th March 

On Thursday 26th March, as part of our 150th Anniversary celebrations, we are holding a ‘Victorian 

School Day’. To help set the scene, we are asking the children to dress up. Costumes can be very simple 

and home-made – use muted colours, this can be grey/black trousers tucked into socks, grey/black 

shorts, caps waistcoats, pinafores, white aprons, mop caps, bonnets or straw hats (available in the 

bargain shops in Barrow for £1) 

 

Suggestions for outfits: 

 

Girls' Outfit Ideas 

• The Schoolgirl: A long, dark-coloured dress or a skirt paired with a collared white blouse and a 

white pinafore (or apron). 

• The Peasant Girl: A simple, plain-coloured dress, perhaps with a shawl and a bonnet. 

• Accessories: Ribbon hair bows, mop caps, knee-high socks, and pinafores.  

Boys' Outfit Ideas 

• The Classic Scholar: A white shirt with a collar (often worn without a tie), a waistcoat or knitted 

tank top, and dark trousers or shorts. 

• The "Oliver Twist" Look: A tweed jacket, waistcoat, trousers, and a flat cap. 

• Accessories: Long socks and a neckerchief.  

DIY and Quick Tips 

• No-Sew Options: A white shirt with a knitted cardigan, dark trousers/skirt, and a flat cap or 

homemade bonnet. 

• Colours: While historically drab, simple patterns like gingham or small florals are appropriate. 

• Footwear: Opt for black shoes or boots.  

We have a solution for mop caps please send girls in with their hair in a bun with an extra bobble or 

scrunchie.  School has a range of accessories for loan if needed. 

 

 

Easter Church Service - Thursday 26th March  

Children will be attending Pennington Church for traditional 1800 style Easter Service on Thursday 26th 

March during the afternoon. They will walk to church in costume to sing Easter hymns and songs and 

celebrate this important event in the Christian calendar. Unfortunately, we cannot invite parents and 

friends to our service as there is not enough room in church but we will endeavour to record some of the 

songs for you to listen to on our Facebook page.  Dependant on weather, please ensure children have 

coats. 

 

Anniversary Open Day- Friday 27th March  

On Friday the 27th (the actual anniversary date of the opening of the school) you are welcome to come 

to school for refreshments in the morning 9am-11:30am and in the afternoon from 1pm-2:45pm. A 

minimum donation of £2 per person will be gratefully accepted.  

 



Pennington Climate Action  

As part of our Cumbria Climate Action plan, we continue to take practical steps to protect our 

environment. Following the successful Bikeability sessions with Year 5, we encourage families to consider 

cycling to school where possible, provided children are competent and safe, helping to reduce traffic, 

lower carbon emissions and promote healthy, active lifestyles. This month, Pennington pupils have also 

planted 70 trees around the school grounds, improving air quality and creating habitats for wildlife. We 

have submitted our air quality test tubes to Asthma + Lung UK and look forward to the results. We would 

appreciate your support with improving our air quality. One way you can do this is by turning engines off 

whilst waiting for children at the end of the school day. Mrs Lindhofer recently represented the school 

at the Cumbria Carbon Summit in Penrith and we remain committed to working together towards a 

greener future. 

 

Year 4, 5 and 6 Residentials – deadline for full payment – 20th March 2026 

Just a gentle reminder that the Year 4, 5 and 6 Residentials will take place during the Summer Term – 

Full payment is required by Friday 20th March 2026.  MCAS has been set up so you are able to pay the 

final balance. If for any reason there is a difficulty paying this amount, please contact the school office.  

 

School Meals - MCAS  

We will be changing the way school meals are ordered after the Easter Break. School Hub will no longer 

be used to host ordering.  Initially, menus will remain the same and will continue to be provided by 

Croftlands Junior School’s kitchen.  Meals will be ordered through MCAS – further details will be sent 

out including a ‘how to guide’. 

 

After School Clubs 

Clubs will start the first week back after Easter and will be available to be booked via MCAS.  

Information will be sent out next week. 

 

Change of Inset Days 26/27 

There has been a change to the inset days for the academic year 26-27.  The children will return to 

school on Wednesday 3rd September and Monday 4th January. 

 

We will break up at the nomral time of 3.15pm on Friday 27th March 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Data Collection 

Please log into your My Child at School account to check and update your child’s details. Please note we 

need an up to date address, telephone number and email for at least two contacts in case of an 

emergency. Parental consent catagories have been updated to include school trips, please ensure you 

have granted permission as we will be using this rather than paper consent forms going forward. 

 

See Below for guide. 

 

MCAS App - Data Collection 
Open the MCAS app then from your dashboard tap the ‘Data Collection’ icon go to ‘Profile’, fill out all the 

fields using the drop downs and click ‘Save Changes’. You can then navigate to the ‘Parent Profile’ below, 

check and update your details, then click ‘Save Changes’. Changes will only appear once they have been 

approved by the school administrator. Please ensure all the required fields are completed. 

 

 

 

     

Once completed move to the Medical, Dietary Needs & Disabilities tab to update any medical conditions, 

food allergies or disabilities from the drop down lists then click ‘Save Changes’. You can then select a 

Doctors Surgery from the drop down, click ‘Done’ and ‘Save Changes’. 



     

Navigate back to the dashboard then tap the ‘Parental Consents’ icon and select the consents you wish to 

grant, once given, consent can only be revoked by the school administrator. Please note, Challenge Action 

Group is only for pupils in Years 3 – 6.  

 

  



SCHOOL TERM DATES 2025/2026 
 

 

 

 

 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2025 

 

STARTS   ENDS     HALF – TERM HOLIDAY 
 

Wednesday   Friday     Monday 27 October – 

3 September  19 December    Friday 31 October 
 

Number of school days in term – 73 

 

SPRING TERM 2026 

 

STARTS   ENDS     HALF – TERM HOLIDAY 
 

Wednesday   Friday     Monday 16 February – 

7 January   27 March     Friday 20 February 
 

Number of school days in term – 53 

 

 

SUMMER TERM 2026 

 

STARTS   ENDS     HALF – TERM HOLIDAY 
 

Monday   Friday     Monday 25 May – 

13 April   17 July     Friday 29 May 

    

Good Friday – 3 April 

Easter Sunday – 5 April 

Easter Monday – 6 April 

        May Bank Holiday – 4 May 
 

Number of school days in term –64        

 

Number of days in year – 190  
 

INSET Days:  Monday 1 and Tuesday 2 September   

Tuesday 6 January 

 

 
 



SCHOOL TERM DATES 2026/2027 
 

 

 

 

 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2026 

 

STARTS   ENDS     HALF – TERM HOLIDAY 
 

Thursday   Friday     Monday 26 October – 

3 September  18 December    Friday 30 October 
 

Number of school days in term – 72 

 

SPRING TERM 2027 

 

STARTS   ENDS     HALF – TERM HOLIDAY 
 

Monday   Thursday     Monday 15 February – 

4 January   25 March     Friday 19 February 
 

Number of school days in term – 54 

 

 

SUMMER TERM 2027 

 

STARTS   ENDS     HALF – TERM HOLIDAY 
 

Monday   Friday     Monday 31 May – 

12 April   16 July     Friday 4 June 

    

Good Friday – 26 March 

Easter Sunday – 28 March 

Easter Monday – 29 March 

        May Bank Holiday – 3 May 
 

Number of school days in term –64        

 

Number of days in year – 190  

 

INSET Days:  Tuesday 1 September 

Wednesday 2 September 

  



FRIENDS OF PENNINGTON 
 

We would like to welcome Rob Browne to the committee as our new Finance Officer.  

If you would like to volunteer to help out with events please email Stella, Rob or Amanda at 

FoP@penn.cumbria.sch.uk to get in touch or contact Mrs Baldwin in the school office. We rely on help 

from parents and carers to run these events and are always looking for new members to join our fun and 

friendly team. 

 

Spring Sparkle Disco – Thursday 19th March 

Please see attached poster for information on the Spring Sparkle Disco - Thursday 19th March. Tickets 

available via the PTA Events website https://pta.events/8efmd6c0 

 

Easyfundraising 

We turn your daily shopping into free donations! 

Easyfundraising partners with over 8,000 retailers who will donate part of what you spend to a cause of 

your choice. It won't cost you any extra. The cost is covered by the retailer. 

Retailers pay us a commission because when you start your shop from the easyfundraising website or 

app, they can see we sent you to them. If you make a purchase, a commission is generated, and we turn 

that into a donation! No extra cost, no extra effort. 

 

Charity number: 1198666 

 

Easter Colouring Competition 

We will be running our annual Design an Easter Egg Competition. Templates will be available from the 

school office from tomorrow. Designs should be returned with a 50p attached to each. Children are 

invited to design and colour their egg using whatever materials they would like. Entries can be handed in 

to the school office to be judged after the Easter break. There will be a prize for the most original and 

creative design. 

 

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/friends-of-

pennington/wmqkbw/dc/4jeIros8/DCBUN/facebook/11.03 

Friends of Pennington School  

Email us at FoP@penn.cumbria.sch.uk to get in touch 

Thanks, Stella, Rob and Amanda. 
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Universal infant free school meals 

Currently, pupils in reception, year 1 and year 2 are entitled to a free school meal thanks to a different 

government funding scheme known as universal infant free school meals (UIFSM). You shouldn’t confuse 

UIFSM with free school meals and the pupil premium.  
 

 

 

PENNINGTON CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL 

PENNINGTON 

Nr. ULVERSTON 

CUMBRIA LA12 ORR.  

 

TEL:  01229 587253 

Email: admin@penn.cumbria.sch.uk 

Web: www.penn.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Head Teacher: Mrs Helen Storey 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Pupil Premium and Free School Meals 

If your child is eligible for ‘free school meals’ and you register them for this, we’ll receive extra funding 

called ‘pupil premium’. We use this extra money to improve the educational provision and resources at the 

school.  

 

What is pupil premium funding? 

Pupil premium funding from the government is given to schools to help pupils reach their full potential, 

regardless of their background or financial situation. It’s provided for pupils who: 

• Are registered for free school meals 

• Have been registered for free school meals at any point in the past 6 years 

• Are, or have been, in care 

• Have parents in the armed forces 

At Pennington, we get an extra £1,385 for every eligible pupil who is registered for free school meals. 

This extra money could make a real difference to the quality of education we offer. 

 

For example, we’ve previously used pupil premium funding for:  

• Educational provision/resources 

• Academic interventions 

• Wellbeing and self-esteem building interventions 

 

Is my child eligible for free school meals?  

To be eligible for free school meals, your family's annual household income must be no higher than: 

• £22,700 for families with one child 

• £26,300 for families with two or more children 

Your child might be eligible if you access: 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance or Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
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• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual 

gross income of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on- paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit, provided you have an annual net earned income not exceeding £7,400 (£616.67 

per month 

 

If your child is in reception, year 1 or year 2 and is eligible for free school meals according to the 

criteria above, you should still register because we’ll receive the extra pupil premium funding. 

 

Does my child have to eat the free school meals? 

No. Pupils who are registered for free school meals don’t have to eat them. If you’re eligible but you 

want your child to have packed lunches you should still register because the school will receive the 

funding which can support your child in other ways.  

 

How do I register? 

You only need to register once at the school.  

 

To register, please click on the following link: 
 

https://www.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/schools-and-education/free-school-meals-and-clothing-

vouchers  

 

More information 

For more information about pupil premium go to our website, which contains details of how the pupil 

premium has been spent in the past academic year and how it will be spent this year. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Mrs Storey 

Headteacher 
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