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Spring Term Newsletter 07 - 12/02/2026 

Dear Parents and Carers 

As we come to the end of the first half of the Spring term, we are starting to appreciate the lighter 

evenings.  We hope that the holidays will be a good break and a chance for all to recharge their 

batteries. 

Year 1 Coffee Morning – Friday 13th February 

Year 1 will be hosting a coffee morning between 9.30-10.20am for their parents and friends. We are 

asking them for donations of cakes and biscuits to sell. There is an entry charge £2.00 and the proceeds 

will go to school funds. Year 1 look forward to welcoming and serving everyone. 

 

World Book Day – Thursday 5th March 

It is World Book Day on Thursday 5th March. This year we are asking children to come to school dressed 

up as their favourite book character and to bring their favourite book into school.  

 

150th Anniversary Celebrations 

This year Pennington C of E Primary School will celebrate its 150th anniversary. We recognise this is an 

important milestone and look forward to celebrating its original opening which was in March 1876. There 

will be a number of activities taking place to mark the occasion over the week, beginning Monday 23rd 

March. We are hoping to hold a Victorian theme day – details to follow, please do not worry about 

costumes as we will give cost effective/homemade suggestions closer to the time. 

 

Online Safety 

Thank you for Y5 who delivered our Online Safety assembly today. This was to celebrate safer internet 

day this week. 

 

It’s important that parents and carers know that all social media platforms and messaging apps have age 

limits.  Some social networks use technologies that may not be right for some ages. The NSPCC website 

has lots of resources for families. You can access this information by clicking the link below to find out 

more and learn why those age restrictions are in place. Many parents are unaware that WhatsApp is 

linked to other Meta platforms Instagram and Facebook, and because of this age restrictions apply.  

age restrictions 
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Parking 

We have had a number of complaints about parking outside school. The issue was raised at the governors 

meeting and contact has been been made with the local council and constabulary. The yellow lines have 

faded at the back of the school, however we have been told by the local police that parking is still 

prohibited here as the signage remains. We are waiting for the lines to be repainted and ask that in the 

meantime, parents and carers park safely and respectfully. This is in the interest of safety for your 

children. 

 

Lateness 

Please could we remind parents that if your child arrives for school after 8.50am they will need to be 

signed in at the office. We understand that this may seem unnecessary but it is a legal requirement that 

registers are completed and these are taken at 8.45am. 

 

Family Worker 

Michelle Jones is no longer working at Pennington and Mrs Wright has taken over the role of Family 

Worker here at Pennington and at another of the local schools in the FPC (Furness Primary Collaborative)  

Mrs Wright will be available on Fridays to offer support, predominantly to parents, in addition to the 

pastoral care she already provides and will continue to work with the children in school. She will be 

around to speak to parents in the mornings as usual. If you would like to meet with her, please get in 

touch via email to admin@penn.cumbria.sch.uk FAO Mrs Wright. 

 

After School Clubs 

Clubs will start the first week back and will be available to be booked via MCAS. 

 

Data Collection 

Please log into your My Child at School account to check and update your child’s details. Please note we 

need an up to date address, telephone number and email for at least two contacts in case of an 

emergency. Parental consent catagories have been updated to include school trips, please ensure you 

have granted permission as we will be using this rather than paper consent forms going forward. 

 

See Below for guide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MCAS App - Data Collection 
Open the MCAS app then from your dashboard tap the ‘Data Collection’ icon go to ‘Profile’, fill out all the 

fields using the drop downs and click ‘Save Changes’. You can then navigate to the ‘Parent Profile’ below, 

check and update your details, then click ‘Save Changes’. Changes will only appear once they have been 

approved by the school administrator. Please ensure all the required fields are completed. 

 

 

 

     

Once completed move to the Medical, Dietary Needs & Disabilities tab to update any medical conditions, 

food allergies or disabilities from the drop down lists then click ‘Save Changes’. You can then select a 

Doctors Surgery from the drop down, click ‘Done’ and ‘Save Changes’. 



     

Navigate back to the dashboard then tap the ‘Parental Consents’ icon and select the consents you wish to 

grant, once given, consent can only be revoked by the school administrator. Please note, Challenge Action 

Group is only for pupils in Years 3 – 6.  

 

  



 

After School Clubs 

We aim to offer a range of after school activities throughout the year. The timetable for this term is 

displayed below. All clubs need to be booked, paid for and permission given through MCAS (My Child at 

School) There will be a nominal charge for clubs run by school staff to cover resources and 

sports/outside providers will be charged to cover their time. We still consider this to be good value. 

Thank you to staff for giving their time freely to offer these opportunities. Clubs will start the first 

week back for 5 weeks. 

 

 

After School Clubs – Spring 2 2026 
 

Day Activity Leader Where? Time 

Monday 

 
Multisports  
Year 1, 2 and 3   

£15.00   

 

Isaac 

 

 

 

School Playing 

Field 

Hall when wet 

 

3.15-4.15pm 

 

 

Tuesday Gardening Club 
Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 

£5.00 (15 places) 

 

Miss Simona 

 

 

 

The View 

 

 

 

3.15–4.15pm 

 

 

 

Wednesday Multisports  
Year 4, 5 & 6  

£15.00  

 

Isaac 

 

 

 

School Playing 

Field 

Hall when wet 

 

3.15-4.15pm 

 

Thursday Art club 
Year 4, 5 and 6 

£5.00 (15 places) 

Mrs Baldwin 

 

 

Year 4 

Classroom 

 

3.15 – 4.15pm 

 

 

 

Friday Chess Club  

Year 3, 4, 5 & 6 

£5.00 (20 places) 

Miss Mycock Year 6 

Classroom 

3.15-4.15pm 

 

After School Club Attendance - To enable that we know your child is safe, please can you let school 

know if your child is not going to be able to attend their after-school club. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 



SCHOOL TERM DATES 2025/2026 
 

 

 

 

 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2025 

 

STARTS   ENDS     HALF – TERM HOLIDAY 
 

Wednesday   Friday     Monday 27 October – 

3 September  19 December    Friday 31 October 
 

Number of school days in term – 73 

 

SPRING TERM 2026 

 

STARTS   ENDS     HALF – TERM HOLIDAY 
 

Wednesday   Friday     Monday 16 February – 

7 January   27 March     Friday 20 February 
 

Number of school days in term – 53 

 

 

SUMMER TERM 2026 

 

STARTS   ENDS     HALF – TERM HOLIDAY 
 

Monday   Friday     Monday 25 May – 

13 April   17 July     Friday 29 May 

    

Good Friday – 3 April 

Easter Sunday – 5 April 

Easter Monday – 6 April 

        May Bank Holiday – 4 May 
 

Number of school days in term –64        

 

Number of days in year – 190  
 

INSET Days:  Monday 1 and Tuesday 2 September   

Tuesday 6 January 

 

 
 



SCHOOL TERM DATES 2026/2027 
 

 

 

 

 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2026 

 

STARTS   ENDS     HALF – TERM HOLIDAY 
 

Wednesday   Friday     Monday 26 October – 

2 September  18 December    Friday 30 October 
 

Number of school days in term – 73 

 

SPRING TERM 2027 

 

STARTS   ENDS     HALF – TERM HOLIDAY 
 

Wednesday   Thursday     Monday 15 February – 

5 January   25 March     Friday 19 February 
 

Number of school days in term – 53 

 

 

SUMMER TERM 2027 

 

STARTS   ENDS     HALF – TERM HOLIDAY 
 

Monday   Friday     Monday 31 May – 

12 April   16 July     Friday 4 June 

    

Good Friday – 26 March 

Easter Sunday – 28 March 

Easter Monday – 29 March 

        May Bank Holiday – 3 May 
 

Number of school days in term –64        

 

Number of days in year – 190  

 

INSET Days:  Tuesday 1 September 

Monday 4 January 

  



FRIENDS OF PENNINGTON 
 

We would like to give a massive thank you to our Friends of Pennington Committee Chair, Carly Baird who 

is sadly moving on. Carly is responsible for bringing Bouncefest to our school along with helping to 

organise all our other events such as Movie Night, School Disco and the Christmas Family Fun Night. She 

has also joined the team and walked the Conistion to Barrow for our school.  

 

Carly has had a huge impact on our fundraising and how the charity is run, she will be greatly missed by 

all. Without volunteers like Carly NONE of the wonderful events we run would take place.  

 

 

We would like to welcome Rob Browne to the committee as our new Finance Officer.  

If you would like to volunteer to help out with events please email Stella, Rob or Amanda at 

FoP@penn.cumbria.sch.uk to get in touch or contact Mrs Baldwin in the school office. We rely on help 

from parents and carers to run these events and are always looking for new members to join our fun and 

friendly team. 
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How it works. 
We turn your daily shopping into free donations! 

 

Easyfundraising partners with over 8,000 retailers who will donate part of what you spend to a cause of 

your choice. It won't cost you any extra. The cost is covered by the retailer. 

Retailers pay us a commission because when you start your shop from the easyfundraising website or 

app, they can see we sent you to them. If you make a purchase, a commission is generated, and we turn 

that into a donation! No extra cost, no extra effort. 

 

Charity number: 1198666 

We are a group of parents and staff who aim to support the school in their efforts to improve outdoor 

learning, intervention spaces, storage, and focus in STEM. This will be achieved by providing resources 

which both benefit the school and the local community. Please sign up to help raise money for our school 

using the link below. 

 

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/friends-of-

pennington/wmqkbw/dc/4jeIros8/DCBUN/facebook/11.03 

 

Thanks, Stella, Rob and Amanda. 

Friends of Pennington School 

Email us at FoP@penn.cumbria.sch.uk to get in touch  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/friends-of-pennington/wmqkbw/dc/4jeIros8/DCBUN/facebook/11.03
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/friends-of-pennington/wmqkbw/dc/4jeIros8/DCBUN/facebook/11.03
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Universal infant free school meals 

Currently, pupils in reception, year 1 and year 2 are entitled to a free school meal thanks to a different 

government funding scheme known as universal infant free school meals (UIFSM). You shouldn’t confuse 

UIFSM with free school meals and the pupil premium.  
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Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Pupil Premium and Free School Meals 

If your child is eligible for ‘free school meals’ and you register them for this, we’ll receive extra funding 

called ‘pupil premium’. We use this extra money to improve the educational provision and resources at the 

school.  

 

What is pupil premium funding? 

Pupil premium funding from the government is given to schools to help pupils reach their full potential, 

regardless of their background or financial situation. It’s provided for pupils who: 

• Are registered for free school meals 

• Have been registered for free school meals at any point in the past 6 years 

• Are, or have been, in care 

• Have parents in the armed forces 

At Pennington, we get an extra £1,385 for every eligible pupil who is registered for free school meals. 

This extra money could make a real difference to the quality of education we offer. 

 

For example, we’ve previously used pupil premium funding for:  

• Educational provision/resources 

• Academic interventions 

• Wellbeing and self-esteem building interventions 

 

Is my child eligible for free school meals?  

To be eligible for free school meals, your family's annual household income must be no higher than: 

• £22,700 for families with one child 

• £26,300 for families with two or more children 

Your child might be eligible if you access: 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance or Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
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• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual 

gross income of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on- paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit, provided you have an annual net earned income not exceeding £7,400 (£616.67 

per month 

 

If your child is in reception, year 1 or year 2 and is eligible for free school meals according to the 

criteria above, you should still register because we’ll receive the extra pupil premium funding. 

 

Does my child have to eat the free school meals? 

No. Pupils who are registered for free school meals don’t have to eat them. If you’re eligible but you 

want your child to have packed lunches you should still register because the school will receive the 

funding which can support your child in other ways.  

 

How do I register? 

You only need to register once at the school.  

 

To register, please click on the following link: 
 

https://www.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/schools-and-education/free-school-meals-and-clothing-

vouchers  

 

More information 

For more information about pupil premium go to our website, which contains details of how the pupil 

premium has been spent in the past academic year and how it will be spent this year. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Mrs Storey 

Headteacher 
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