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Dear Parents and Carers 

Special Mentions 

Another wonderful week for all here at Pennington. Well-done to our children who received awards.  It is 

great to hear that many children have been able to attend hobbies and events outside school and they 

were very proud to receive recognition in front of their peers and teachers. 

 

This weeks’ Special Mention children plus some of the excellent work experience students we have had 

working with us from UVHS.  
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Attendance 

The school inclusion officer paid us our termly visit last week to monitor our school attendance. The 

Department for Education has produced data that links school attendance with attainment and future 

success and there is a national drive to improve attendance. Westmorland and Furness have increased 

the number of staff who monitor this.  

 

In their policy it says: 

 

Penalty notices will be issued when the national threshold has been met. The national threshold has been 

met when a pupil has been recorded absent for 10 sessions (usually equivalent to 5 days) within 10 weeks 

for the following reasons: 

a. The pupil is absent for the purpose of a holiday 

b. The circumstances of the pupil’s absence is not known 

c. The pupil attended but was so late that their attendance would not count in the register 

d. Absence due to other unauthorised circumstances 

The first penalty notice will be £80 per parent/ guardian per child if paid within 21 days.  

 

If another holiday / period of unauthorised absence is taken within 3 years, the fine will be £160 per 

parent/guardian per child. 

 

If a third holiday/ period of unauthorised absence is taken within 3 years, parents may be summonsed to 

court. 

 

Children whose attendance is less than 90% are considered to be persistent absentees. 

We have a legal obligation to pass on all attendance information to the attendance officer. 

A small number of our parents should expect a fine. On a positive note, our whole school attendance is 

usually approx. 95% which is considered to be good.  

 

Make-up and jewellery 

Some of the older girls have started wearing make up to school, particularly mascara. It is not necessary 

or suitable for primary aged children. Please monitor this at home. If make up is worn, children will be 

asked to wash their faces. Our children are all beautiful and do not need it! 

 

Jewellery should not be worn for school other than simple studs in ears. No necklaces and bracelets 

please. If you are thinking of having your child’s ears pierced, it would be advisable to wait until the 

holidays, then they have time to practice taking them out for PE. 

 

Drinks bottles 

Please make sure that children only bring water in their bottles for school. Some parents have said that 

their children will only drink juice. If they are only given the option of water, they will get used to it. 

Dentists advise that juice should only be drunk at mealtimes to reduce the number of acid attacks on 

teeth. Children who bring expensive drinks bottles must be responsible for them. We would encourage 

cheaper options for school.  

 

Occasionally children need medication in juice. As with other medications, please complete a form in the 

office.  



 

Toys in school 

Please discourage your child from bringing their own toys to school. They become upset if they lose them 

or if they get mixed up with our OPAL equipment.  

 

Comic Relief – Friday 21st March 

On Friday we are holding a non-uniform day to raise funds for Comic Relief. Please donate via ParentPay 

(minimum donation £1 which will include a comic relief biscuit decorated by Reception class).  Please be 

aware the default amount is £10, if you wish to pay less you will have to enter the amount you 

wish to pay below. 

 

Year 3 Coffee Morning - Friday 28th March 

Year 3 will be hosting a coffee morning between 9.30-10.20am for their parents and friends. We are 

asking Y3 parents for donations of cakes and biscuits to sell. There is an entry charge of £2.00 and the 

proceeds will go to school funds. Year 3 look forward to welcoming and serving everyone. 

 

Year 4, 5 and 6 Residentials – deadline for full payment – 31st March 2025 

Just a gentle reminder that the Year 4, 5 and 6 Residentials will take place during the Summer Term – 

Full payment is required by Friday 31st March 2025.  Parentpay has been set up so you are able to pay 

the deposit and monthly payments thereafter to enable you to spread the cost over 6 instalments. If for 

any reason there is a difficulty paying this amount, please contact the school office.  

 

Easter Church Service - Wednesday 2nd April  

Children will be attending Pennington Church for an Easter Service on Wednesday 2nd April during the 

morning. They will sing Easter hymns and songs and celebrate this important event in the Christian 

calendar. Unfortunately, we cannot invite parents and friends to our service as there is not enough room 

in church but we will endeavour to record some of the songs for you to listen to on our Facebook page.  

 

Easter Trail and Competition 

The Pennington Community Group will be providing an Easter trail again this year. Maps will be left 

outside school in the Easter holidays which will lead you to find Easter Rabbits around the Pennington 

area. We usually mark the beginning of the trail by providing a focal point outside school. This year we 

are asking children and families to create ‘spring rabbits’ sculptures or artwork to stand on the grass or 

hang on the railings at the front of school. As school will be closed, we will not be able to protect the art 

work but there has never been any vandalism in the past and locals appreciate the effort that we go to, 

to provide an Easter display.  

 

Sculptures and artwork can be any size but must be weatherproof. They can be collected when we return 

to school but in our experience, they are often weathered.   

 

We will provide all children who participate with an Easter treat and there will be a prize awarded to one 

child from each class who is judged to have made an extra special effort with this task. This could be a 

fun, crafty activity that parents can get involved with. Please bring your spring rabbits into school by 

Wednesday 2nd April. 

 

Many thanks for your support in advance, from the Pennington Community Group.  



 

 

Family worker 

We now have access to a family worker who is available to our school on Fridays. Her name is Michelle 

Jones and she previously worked for Family Action.  Michelle is working across a number of schools in 

the FPC (Furness Primary Collaborative) as a result of additional funding we have received from a local 

business, Orcina.  Michelle is not a teacher or a social worker but will be available to offer support, 

predominantly to parents. She will be a valuable addition to the pastoral care we already provide.  

 

Mrs Wright continues to work with the children and will be around to speak to parents in the mornings as 

usual. If you would like to meet with Michelle in school or have a home visit, please get in touch with Mrs 

Wright leanne@penn.cumbria.sch.uk or contact Michelle directly mjonesfamisupp@gmail.com 

 

Parking and Drop Off 

PCSO Madden dropped us an email regarding parking outside school.  Please be mindful of parking and do 

not park where the cones are, the police have had a complaint about parents blocking the road. 

 

Online Safety Tips 

It’s important that parents and carers know that all social media platforms and messaging apps have age 

limits.  Some social networks use technologies that may not be right for some ages. The NSPCC website 

has lots of resources for families. You can access this information by clicking the link below to find out 

more and learn why those age restrictions are in place. Many parents are unaware that WhatsApp is 

linked to other Meta platforms Instagram and Facebook, and because of this age restrictions apply.  

https://internetmatters.org/resources/what-age-can-my-child-start-social-networking 

https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/apps-and-platforms/social-media/whatsapp/  
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After School Clubs 

We aim to offer a range of after school activities throughout the year. The timetable for this term is 

displayed below. All clubs need to be booked, paid for and permission given through ParentPay. There will 

be a nominal charge for clubs run by school staff to cover resources and sports/outside providers will be 

charged to cover their time. We still consider this to be good value. Thank you to staff for giving their 

time freely to offer these opportunities. Clubs will start the first week back for 6 weeks. 

 

 

After School Clubs – Spring 2  2025 
 

Day Activity Leader Where? Time 

Monday 

 

Year 1, 2 and 3  

Multisport  
£15.00   

Year 5 and 6 

Computers 
£6.00 (16 places) 

(Full) 

Corey 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Hodgson 

 

School Playing 

Field 

Hall when wet 

 

 

Year 5 

Classroom 

 

3.15-4.00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

3.15-4.00pm 

Tuesday Year 3 and 4 

Watercolours 
£6.00 (20 places) 
Year 4 

Cooking 
£6.00 (10 places) 

Mrs Barton 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Tuck 

 

 

Year 4 

Classroom 

 

 

 

School Hall 

 

3.15–4.00pm 

 

 

 

 

3.15–4.15pm 

 

Wednesday Year 4, 5 & 6  

Multisports  
£15.00 

Corey 

 

 

 

School Playing 

Field 

Hall when wet 

 

3.15-4.00pm 

 

Thursday Colouring club 
Year 1 and 2 

£6.00 (20 places) 

Dance Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 

£15.00  (25 places) 

Mrs Baldwin 

 

 

 

Louise 

Walton 

Year 1 

Classroom 

 

 

 

School Hall 

 

3.15 – 4.15pm 

 

 

 

 

3.15-4.15pm 

 

Friday Year 4, 5 & 6 

Chess Club 
£6 (20 places) 

Mrs 

Hockaday 

Year 6 

Classroom 

3.15-4.00pm 

 

After School Club Attendance - To enable that we know your child is safe, please can you let school 

know if your child is not going to be able to attend their after-school club. Thank you. 



SCHOOL TERM DATES 2024/2025 
 

 

 

 

 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2024 

 

STARTS   ENDS      HALF – TERM HOLIDAY 

 

Wednesday   Friday      Monday 28 October – 

4 September   20 December     Friday 1 November 

 

Number of school days in term – 73 

 

SPRING TERM 2025 

 

STARTS   ENDS      HALF – TERM HOLIDAY 

 

Tuesday   Friday      Monday 17 February – 

7 January   4 April      Friday 21 February 

 

Number of school days in term – 59 

 

 

SUMMER TERM 2025  

 

STARTS   ENDS      HALF – TERM HOLIDAY 

 

Tuesday   Friday      Monday 26 May – 

22 April   18 July      Friday 30 May 

    

Good Friday – 18 April 

Easter Sunday – 20 April 

Easter Monday – 21 April 

         May Bank Holiday – 5 May 

 

Number of school days in term –58        

 

Number of days in year – 190  
 

INSET Days:  Monday 2 and Tuesday 3 September   

 Monday 6 January 

 



SCHOOL TERM DATES 2025/2026 
 

 

 

 

 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2025 

 

STARTS   ENDS     HALF – TERM HOLIDAY 
 

Wednesday   Friday     Monday 27 October – 

3 September  19 December    Friday 31 October 
 

Number of school days in term – 73 

 

SPRING TERM 2026 

 

STARTS   ENDS     HALF – TERM HOLIDAY 
 

Wednesday   Friday     Monday 16 February – 

7 January   27 March     Friday 20 February 
 

Number of school days in term – 53 

 

 

SUMMER TERM 2026 

 

STARTS   ENDS     HALF – TERM HOLIDAY 
 

Monday   Friday     Monday 25 May – 

13 April   17 July     Friday 29 May 

    

Good Friday – 3 April 

Easter Sunday – 5 April 

Easter Monday – 6 April 

        May Bank Holiday – 4 May 
 

Number of school days in term –64        

 

Number of days in year – 190  
 

INSET Days:  Monday 1 and Tuesday 2 September   

Tuesday 6 January 
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Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Pupil Premium and Free School Meals 

If your child is eligible for ‘free school meals’ and you register them for this, we’ll receive extra funding called 

‘pupil premium’. We use this extra money to improve the educational provision and resources at the school.  

 

What is pupil premium funding? 

Pupil premium funding from the government is given to schools to help pupils reach their full potential, regardless 

of their background or financial situation. It’s provided for pupils who: 

• Are registered for free school meals 

• Have been registered for free school meals at any point in the past 6 years 

• Are, or have been, in care 

• Have parents in the armed forces 

At Pennington, we get an extra £1,385 for every eligible pupil who is registered for free school meals. This extra 

money could make a real difference to the quality of education we offer. 

 

For example, we’ve previously used pupil premium funding for:  

• Educational provision/resources 

• Academic interventions 

• Wellbeing and self-esteem building interventions 

 

Is my child eligible for free school meals?  

To be eligible for free school meals, your family's annual household income must be no higher than: 

• £22,700 for families with one child 

• £26,300 for families with two or more children 
Your child might be eligible if you access: 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance or Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income 

of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on- paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit, provided you have an annual net earned income not exceeding £7,400 (£616.67 per month 
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Universal infant free school meals 

Currently, pupils in reception, year 1 and year 2 are entitled to a free school meal thanks to a different government 

funding scheme known as universal infant free school meals (UIFSM). You shouldn’t confuse UIFSM with free 

school meals and the pupil premium.  

 

If your child is in reception, year 1 or year 2 and is eligible for free school meals according to the criteria above, 

you should still register because we’ll receive the extra pupil premium funding. 

 

Does my child have to eat the free school meals? 

No. Pupils who are registered for free school meals don’t have to eat them. If you’re eligible but you want your 

child to have packed lunches you should still register because the school will receive the funding which can support 

your child in other ways.  

 

How do I register? 

You only need to register once at the school.  

 

To register, please click on the following link: 
 

https://www.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/schools-and-education/free-school-meals-and-clothing-

vouchers  
 

More information 

For more information about pupil premium go to our website, which contains details of how the pupil premium has 

been spent in the past academic year and how it will be spent this year. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Mrs Storey 

Headteacher 
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FRIENDS OF PENNINGTON 
 
AGM  

Wednesday 26th March 7pm at the Miners in Swarthmoor, all welcome!  

 

Winter Glow Disco 

Thank you to all that attended and supported the school disco, we raised an incredible £590! 

Thank you to our wonderful volunteers and a warm welcome to our newest volunteers, we couldn’t do any 

of this without your help! 

 

If you would like to volunteer to help at future events, please email Carly, Stella or Amanda at 

FoP@penn.cumbria.sch.uk to get in touch or contact Mrs Baldwin in the school office. 

 

Asda Cashpot for Schools 

Thank you to the families that supported us by using the ASDA rewards app  we raised £198.29 to add 

to our fundraising total. 

 

Easter Colouring Competition 

We will be running our annual Design an Easter Egg Competition. Templates will be available from the 

school office from tomorrow. Designs should be returned with a 50p attached to each. Children are 

invited to design and colour their egg using whatever materials they would like. Entries can be handed in 

to the school office to be judged after the Easter break. There will be a prize for the most original and 

creative design. 

 

Coniston to Barrow (C2B), Saturday 10th May 2025 

Due to the success of the Friends of Pennington C2B team last year, raising £1,100 for Friends of 

Pennington, we are going to input a team to walk it again on Saturday 10th May.  

Sponsorship details to follow! 

 

Thanks, Stella, Carly and Amanda. 

Friends of Pennington School 

Email us at FoP@penn.cumbria.sch.uk to get in touch  
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